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Guest Editorial
Plagiarism

ELCOME to this special issue on plagiarism. One aim
Wof this special issue is to sensitize academics, referees,
authors, and editors to the need to watch for plagiarism. The
issue contains ten interesting and insightful papers on the topic.
We have included a good mix of practice and theory, program,
and ethics. However, we were not convinced that a paper full of
URLSs pointing to all the paper mills was a good idea. Students
also read the TRANSACTIONS!

Each paper has been refereed, and in all cases, recommen-
dations for improvement were implemented. Every paper re-
quired at least some minor fixes. There was also a natural vari-
ance in the amount of work required to fix the papers received.
There are those authors who have trouble with English, and we
demonstrated to them our willingness to help them prior to them
officially submitting. Our work went beyond merely stamping
“accept” or “reject” on received papers. Our feeling is that the
strength of the IEEE is its international audience and we capi-
talized on that rather than rejecting a paper for poor grammar.

The whole point of this special issue is to draw attention to
some good material that otherwise might not see the light of day
because of a lesser emphasis on plagiarism. We have tried to
show the current state of plagiarism, providing food for thought
and action.

I. WHAT Is PLAGIARISM?

The IEEE defines plagiarism [1] as the reuse of someone
else’s prior ideas, processes, results, or words without explic-
itly acknowledging the original author and source. Five levels of
plagiarism are described. A number of other IEEE Web pages
exist related to plagiarism, including those on how to detect it
and what to do about it. These Web references can be found by
searching from the home page of the IEEE.

Our best practice definition of plagiarism and how to avoid it,
which we adopt here, is [2]

“Plagiarism is the illegal practice of taking someone
else’s ideas, data, findings, the language, illustrative ma-
terial, images, or writing, and presenting them as if they
were your own. To avoid plagiarism, reference the source
and put quotation marks around all of the quoted words,
or paraphrase and reference.”

Il. WHY WORRY ABOUT PLAGIARISM?

The following sentences appeared in our announcement (call
for papers) soliciting papers for the special issue. “Plagiarism
is an unacceptable and growing threat to academic integrity
and a threat to the very foundations of the academic system.
This threat is especially true in a world where Information
Technology has made copying information easier. The problem
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needs to be recognized and tools need to be developed which
are readily available to identify plagiarized work.”

The motivation behind this special issue is to uncover the root
causes of plagiarism and suggest new ways of counteracting these
causes. The selected papers all present sound methodologies that
generally are supported by verifiable statistical evidence.

What a lot of work we have to go through to catch that pla-
giarist. How much simpler life would be if all students behaved
ethically! In an ideal world there would be no plagiarism. How-
ever, we live in a nonideal world. So we need programs which
can help us identify potential plagiarists. Because we live in this
nonideal world, such an ideal program does not exist. Even were
it to exist, it would not flag common technical phraseology. It
would detect all cases of sequences of stolen words, irrespective
of sloppy student use of nonmatching quotation marks; it would
correctly detect all cases of unattributed paraphrases, and even
detect copying of ideas, diagrams and data. To do this, it would
have in its database all scholarly work, all books, all websites,
all student submissions to all universities worldwide, including
all where English is not the language used.

I1l. A SHORT REVIEW OF ARTICLES IN THIS SPECIAL ISSUE

Culwin’s paper [3] is a much extended version of a paper that
was presented at the second international plagiarism workshop.
His conclusion is “the adoption of a proactive academic miscon-
duct policy by a department can result in a quantitative reduction
in plagiarism. Moreover, the policy can also be shown to make
a change in the behavioral attitudes of students as evidenced by



